
C L A P T O N Conservation Areas Advisory Committee
Tesco site, 55 Morning Lane, London E9 6ND - Planning application 2008/3039
I am writing on behalf of Clapton CAAC to comment on the revised Tesco development, which borders the Clapton Square Conservation Area.

As Malcolm Smith wrote in his letter of 9 March 2009, in principle the CAAC welcomes redevelopment of this site. However, attention needs to be paid to the scale of any replacement buildings.

 

We appreciate that the scheme has been reduced somewhat, but still consider that the building will be too high. It will have a deleterious effect on the setting of the Clapton Square Conservation Area and the statutory listed buildings within the conservation area.

According to Planning Policy Guidance 15, views into and out of conservation areas must be given due weight in assessing development proposals which fall just outside these areas. The proposals would have an adverse effect on the setting of the conservation area in respect of the views from the open space of the St John-at-Hackney Churchyard and from the Narroway.

The Council’s Clapton Square Conservation Area Appraisal detailed the importance of any new development being of an appropriate scale, and of the contribution that the green spaces make to the area. We consider that the Tesco proposals would create an adverse change to the Churchyard’s setting from the heart of the conservation area, and an adverse backdrop to both the Grade I listed St Augustine’s Tower and Grade II listed old Town Hall.

We suggest that the northern limit of the development be kept in line with the present curtilage so that a tree screen could be maintained along the railway viaduct. This would reduce the impact of the scheme on the conservation area.


